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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we celebrate Advent, we prepare 
for Christmas on many levels. Events like 
Winterfest help us get ready for Christmas 
celebrations with cookies and other goodies. 
We decorate, buy gifts, travel to see loved 
ones, and do many things that allow us to 

reconnect with family and show our love for those around us. Parties at 
school and work, as well as home, give us a chance to stop and recognize 
the importance of the people that are around us. In the midst of all the 
activity is the fundamental truth that the joy and peace of God are in the 
midst of those around us if we pay attention.

Advent is also a time to find moments to recognize that God is with 
us. Jesus comes in the babe in the manger, but also is present in all the 
struggles and successes of daily life. During this month, especially, see 
where you can feel God’s love surrounding you. You may become aware of 
that love in the sparkle of a colorful light. You may become aware of that 
love in the refrain of a beautiful carol. You may become aware of that love 
sitting with a friend you haven’t talked to since last Christmas. You may 
become aware of that love by being present to a moment of silence in the 
midst of the holiday hubbub. God wants to visit each and every one of us 
this Advent. We can wake up each morning in eager anticipation of where 
that day’s appearance will be.

Peace, Adam

December 13   
a special Christmas concert by Terry Leonard,  

along with special refreshments.

Upcoming at Cana’s Corner
St. John’s Lounge   •   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

FLOWERS AND GREENS: The Christmas season is upon us and we ask St. John’s 
parishioners to assist in preparing our church for the Christmas Holy days by 
contributing toward the needed adornments.  Flowers and greens will adorn the Church 
throughout the Christmas Season; anyone attending worship or stopping by for private 
prayer may enjoy the beauty of the altar.  Please fill out the enclosed envelope and 
return it with your offering to the Church Office no later than Friday December 20.  All 
names submitted will be included in the bulletins on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY KITCHEN SERVING 
THE FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH:
NEXT COOKING DAY: Thursday December 19; 1:00 pm 

SERVING DAY: Saturday, December 21 
WRAP SILVERWARE & FINAL FOOD PREPARATION: 9:00-10:00 am 

SERVING/CLEAN-UP: 11:00 am-1:30 pm
Many hands make light work and more fun. Come join us. 

Any questions call Madge Tamber 724-662-4367

Would you like to be a Morning Munchie baker  
for the first half of 2020?
If you said YES, then please contact Laura Peretic ASAP. 
330-448-2050 home; 724-931-2007 cell; or email: lperetic@gmail.com

If you prefer not to bake, bagels, fresh fruit, biscotti or rice krispy treats 
are always a welcome alternative.

CHURCH RECORDS:
Deaths:

Elaine McJilton • October 25, 2019
“Rest eternal grant unto her O Lord.” 
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WINTERFEST 2019
Saturday, December 7 • 10am-2pm 

at St. John’s Episcopal Church
Fancy Cookies • Savory Soups • Nut Rolls • Candy 

Vintage Christmas White Elephant Sale

We are asking for homemade cookies, candies,  
Christmas vintage items and items for our White Elephant  

table, as well as monetary donations to help with the  
baking expenses.  Checks can be made to the ECW and in the 

memo line write “WinterFest”. All donations need to be brought to 
Allen Hall no later than Friday, December 6 by Noon.

SJK News
St. John’s Kids had a successful Scavenger Hunt in November, 

collecting several cartons of canned goods for Episcopal Community 
Services. We also visited some local landmarks and found what may 
be the last working payphone in the Shenango Valley. Check out the 
pictures on Facebook!  Thanks to everyone who supported our kids with 
donations. Our December events are:
• Dinner and Light Service on Sunday, December 1st, from 6:00-8:00pm.
• Christmas caroling - Sunday, December 15th. We’ll have lunch after 

the 10:00am service and visit several nursing homes. We’ll return to 
St. John’s at 2:30pm for pickup. Everyone is welcome to join us in 
bringing some holiday cheer to members of our parish family.

St. John’s Parishioner  
of the Month
Congratulations to Connie 
Raymer who is this month’s 
celebrated Parishioner.

Connie has been a member of Saint 
John’s for over 44 years. You can usually 
meet her at the 8:00m service where she 
often is a Greeter and Oblationer. While 
president of ECW, they purchased an 
automatic external defibrillator for the 
church. She is also a member of the bereavement committee helping to 
serve dinners after funeral services. Connie has also served on the Vestry.

After her retirement, she stepped up her work with the Food Pantry, 
helping with data processing and leading in prayer before food distribution.  
Many events have benefited from her participation, including the past ECW 
Teas and Tureens, the Bishop’s reception and WinterFest, only to name a few.

Last but not least, her son Woody is our excellent Sexton!

PLEASE COME JOIN US FOR  
SERVICES AT ST. JOHN’S ON:

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
5:00 pm – Family Service & Children’s Program 

10:30 pm – Musical Prelude 
11:00 pm – Festive Christmas Eve Eucharist

CHRISTMAS DAY: 10:00 am – Christmas Day Eucharist

Year End Giving: please have your 2019 giving turned in by Sunday, December 
29th to be applied for this year. Anything received after this date will reflect on your 
2020 giving statement. ALSO, please wait until 2020 to start paying on your 2020 
pledge. If you pay on your 2020 pledge in December, it will reflect on your 2019 
giving statement. If you have any questions, please give Tina a call in the office.

January 2020 Deadlines
Please have articles for the January newsletter turned into the parish office by 
Friday, December 13. We ask that articles be typed or printed and delivered to the 
parish office in person or by e-mail: stjohns@stjohnssharon.org

Annual Reports are due by Monday, January 6. Please e-mail your report to: 
stjohns@stjohnssharon.org
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From Our Music 
Director, Ron Gracilla

 When you receive this, our church year will 
have ended on The Last Sunday after Pentecost 
(Christ the King) and we will have heard “In 
Christ Alone” as our cello accompanied anthem 
and have sung “Crown Him with Many Crowns”. 
That means we have entered Lectionary Year A in 

the season of Advent. It is “the first season of the church year, beginning 
with the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continuing through the day 
before Christmas. The name is derived from a Latin word for “coming.” The 
season is a time of preparation and expectation for the coming celebration 
of our Lord’s nativity, and for the final coming of Christ “in power and 
glory.” (from episcopalchurch.org)

Many of us don’t realize this duel nature to our first season. We 
anticipate and prepare to celebrate His first coming at the Nativity but also 
look to the final, future coming of Christ.

With this in mind I have selected four anthems to mark this transition.  
The oldest is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” based on the 15th century 
French hymn Veni Emmanuel. Easily the most recognizable advent song, 
this version uses a very bare, simple introduction by the ladies, then the 
men, then changing to an almost stark duet. Only at the last phrase does it 
fill into four parts proclaiming “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, Shall come to 
thee, O Israel.” The spare organ accompaniment bring emphasis to the early 
Winter season where the leaves are gone and we wait for new warmth…

Ron Schmoltze arranges a beautiful piece in “Each Winter As the Year 
Grows Older”, based on Carol of Hope, Annabeth Gay, b.1925. Here at first 
in minor key, we reflect on our own passage through time as we age and 
observe the trials of the world. A transition to major key heralds a new 
hope to our human condition as God becomes manifest in the Christ 
Child. Truly a haunting and sublime anthem.

“Out of the Wintry Gloom” is a hopeful rather brief anthem by Richard 
Shepherd where we yearn for and thrill at the Angels who tell us to lift our 
hearts from the gloom of Winter and “Prepare a way” for our Prince of 
Glory.

Divine Kettle Korn
It’s the happiest season of all...Kettle Korn season! Christmas Bags will 

again be $5.00, and we’ll be taking orders beginning today, November 24th.  
ALL orders MUST be turned in with payment NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, 
December 8th. Due to the volume of orders, and the December weather, which 
is ALWAYS uncertain, there will be TWO popping days for the Christmas 
Orders.  The first will be Sunday, December 8th, immediately following the 
10:00 service, in the State Street parking lot, and the second, December 14th, 
beginning at 10:00, in the Irvine Avenue lot.  Come on out & join in the fun! 
Many hands make light work…and lots of fun! Come for an hour, come for 
the day...all help is appreciated!

$5/bag. Please have all orders in by December 8th. 
Popping will be December 14th and delivery December 15th.

Name ______________________________________________________
Telephone # _________________________________________________
Quantity: _______________ bags@$5.00 each Total:_________

St. John’s Divine Kettle  
Korn Fundraiser

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING: Sunday, December 8th. 
All orders can be left in the office along with payment.

St. John’s Library
Recently, Bob Kidd donated some books from his collection to St. 

John’s Library. Three books on devotions were included My Time with 
God, God Calling and Devotional Classics with multiple authors. The 
Love Dare by Stephen & Alex Kendrick which is about deepening the 
love between spouses. Three books on understanding the Bible are a New 
Believer’s New Testament,NIV Compact Bible Commentary by John 
Sailhamer and Breaking the Code Understanding the Book of Revelations 
by Bruce Metzger.  Lastly, were How to be Like Jesus by Pat Williams 
and Your Best Life Now by Joel Osteen. Both are about how to improve 
your life daily. The librarian thanks Bob for these helpful additions to our 
church library. 

Remember if any book interests you, please take it and when you are 
finished return it.  There are no time limits.  If anyone has any questions 
or suggestions for the library, please let me know.

– Barb Bogolin, Librarian • 724-347-1197
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Finally, we’ll offer “Ave Maria” by Chris Bearer. The acapella rendering 
of St. Mary’s recognition that she will bear Jesus is a perfect, final nod to 
the last week of Advent and a readiness for Christmas.

So I welcome you to journey with us through this often misunderstood 
season. I know it can be a challenge to remain in a state of preparation and 
anticipation when all around us we are flooded with Christmas advertising 
and music. Yet, I think embracing the Advent will make true arrival of 
Christmas all the more brilliant!

Be at peace,  Ron Gracilla

Christian Education News
St. John’s Sunday School Classes will again be accepting donations 

of coats for our Winter Warmth Project. Items can be left in the church 
office, or placed in the box in the lounge.  We’ll also be putting up the 
Christmas Hat Tree in the lounge for hats, gloves & scarfs. Help us keep 
our neighbors toasty warm this winter!

One of my great joys as a parent was reading to my children when they 
were small. As they grew, the love of reading stayed with them.  We were 
fortunate in having many books in our home, but not all families are as 
lucky as we were.  This Christmas, the Christian Education Committee 
would like to help other families share that joy in two ways.  We are 
going to set up a Little Lending Library in the corner of the Allen Hall 
lobby, and we would also like to give the children that attend the Saturday 
lunches a new book of their own.  If you would like to donate a new book 
for the children, or a gently used one for the Library, books can be placed 
in the basket in the Lounge. The book giveaway will be on December 
14th, so please have your new book donations in by Sunday, December 
8th.

And if it has been a few years since you purchased a book for a 
youngster, our Sunday School Kids have suggested some of their personal 
favorites to get you started:

Apple Festival Update
“October arrives in a swirl of fragrant blue leaf smoke, the sweetness of slightly 

frosted MacIntosh apples, and little hard acorns falling.” – Jean Hershey

The MacIntosh apples (as well as other varieties) were clearly in season 
at St. John’s first Apple Bake-Off Harvest Festival. A capacity crowd 
enjoyed Trunk or Treat, a Costume Contest, and a variety of yummy 
treats.  Many thanks to our celebrity judges, Dave Tomko from the City 
of Sharon, Laticia Garcia of Whole Life Services, and a REAL Judge, Her 
Honor, District Justice Mary Odem.

Contest winners were:

Trunk or Treat: Witches Cave - Jessie, Drew & Dylan Darby - 1st Place; 
Spider - The Ulan Family - 2nd Place; The Sharon Zoo - Tracy Schliep - 
3rd Place.

Costume Contest: Cutest: Megan Herald - Baby Dumbo; Most Original: 
Madison Herald -Scarecrow; Cutest (adult): Tracy Schliep - Mama Lion                                                                            
Most Original (adult): Heather Ulan - Scarecrow

Food Contest: Best Overall: Debbie Gibson - apple spice cake; Sweetest: 
Ashley Sockrider - warm apple crock pot cake; Savory: Tracy Schliep - 
apple curry relish; People’s choice: Madge Tamber - apple roses

Many thanks to those who did the prep and setup work, as well as those 
who pitched in to lend a hand.  Your help was appreciated beyond words. 
Special thanks to Sherri Lowery & Eileen Moore for working the Photo 
Booth (a favorite every year) and Dick Steingrabe & Jeff Jackson & the rest 
of the Kettle Korn crew, who provided fresh Kettle Korn for everyone!  It 
was a great evening all around!

Any Dr. Suess Book
Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone (First 
in the Series) and the 
remainder of the series
The Chronicles of 
Narnia

Goosebumps Books
Haunted Ohio
The Lord of the Rings 
series
Charlotte’s Web
Waterfire Saga

Pearl Harbor
Elf on the Shelf
Polar Express
The Snowman
Frozen

~ Laura Peretic

Follow us on Facebook and let us know 
what you think by posting your thoughts or comments. 

www.facebook.com/stjohnssharon
www.facebook.com/stjohnssharonyouth
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